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Besides works cited in the text, this bibliography lists also a few other works the reader may find
particularly helpful

The bibliography does not undertake to give complete coverage of the massive literature in all fields
where orality and literacy are matters of concern (for example, African cultures), but only to list some
significant works which can serve as entries into major fields. Many works listed here contain
bibliographies that lead further into the various issues.

Most of the major works on orality-literacy contrasts has been done in English much of the pioneering
work by scholars in the United States and Canada. This bibliography concentrates on English-language
works, but includes some few in other languages.

To avoid clutter material in this book readily verifiable from ordinary reference sources, such as
encyclopedias, is not provided with references in the text here.

Entries are annotated where some special reason appears to call for annotation.

AbrahamS Roger D. (1968) IntroductorY remarks to a rhetorical theory of folklore’, Journal of American
Folklore,81,143-58

- (1972) The training of the man of works in talking sweet , Language in Society,1,15-29.

Achebe, Chinua (1961) No Longer at Ease (New York: Ivan Obolensky)

Ahern John (1982) Singing the book: orality in the reception of ,Annals of Dantes Comedy’ Scholarship
(in press).

Antinucci Francesco (1979) Notes on the linguistic structure of Somali poetry in Hussein M. Adam
(ed.), Somalia and the World:

proceedings of the International Symposium... Oct.15-21,1979,vol.I(Mogadishu: Halgan),141-53.
Aristotle (1961) Aristotle, s Poetics, trans. and analysis by Kenneth a Telford (Chicago: Henry Regnery).
Balogh Josef (1926) « Voces Paginarum: Beitrage zur GeschiChte 202, 109-84, 82, des lauten Lesens
and SchreibeflS Philologus. 40 Very early but still highly informative.

Basham A. L. (1963) The Wonder That Was India: A Study of the-History and Culture of the Indian
Sub-Continent before the coming of the Muslims, new and rev. edn (New York: Hawthorn Books). I st
edn 1954.

Biuml, Franz H. (1980). ‘Varieties and consequences of medieval literacy and illiteracy’, Speculum,
55,237-65. Highly informed and informative. Medieval culture was basically literate in its leaders, but
the access of many to the written text was not necessarily direct: many knew the text only because they
had someone who knew how to read it to them. Medieval literacy and illiteracy were more ‘determinants

of different types of communication’ than simply ‘personal attributes’ of individuals.
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Bayer, John G. (1980) “Narrative techiques and oral tradition in The Scarlet Leter’, American Literature,
52 250-63.

Berger, Brigitte (1978) ‘A new interpretation of the IQ controversy’ The Public Interest, 50, (Winter
1978), 29-44.

Bernstein, Basil (1974) Class, Codes, and Control. Theoretical Studies towards a Sociology of Language,
vol. I, 2nd rev. edn (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul). Ist edn 1971.

Biebuyck, Daniel and Mateene, Kahombo C. (Eds and Trans) (1971) The Mwindo Epic from the
Banyanga, as narrated by Candi Rureke, English trans. with text of Nyanga original (Berkeley and Los
Angeles: University of California Press).

Bloom, Harold (1973) The Anxiety of Influence (New York: Oxford University Press).

Boas, Franz (1922) The Mind of Primitive Man, A course of lectures delivered before the Lowell
Institute, Boston, Mass., and the National University of Mexico, 1910-1911 (New York: Macmillan).
Boerner, Peter (1969) Tagebuch (Stuttgrt: J. B. Metzler).

Bright, William (1981) ‘Literature: written and oral” in Deborah Tannen (ed.), Georgetown University
Round Table on Languages and Linguistics 1981 (Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press),
270-83.

Brink, C[harles] O[scar] (1971) Horace on Poetry: The ‘Ars Poetica’ (Cambridge, England: Cambridge
University Press).

Bruns, Gerald L. (1974) Modern Poetry and the Idea of Language: A Critical and Historical Study
(New Haven and London: Yale University Press).

Bynum, David E. (1967) ‘The generic nature of oral epic poetry’. Genre, 2 (3) (September 1967), 236-
58. Reprinted in Dan BenAmos, (ed.), FolElore Genres, (Austin and London: University of Texas
Press, 1976), 35-58.

—(1974) Child’s Legocy Enlarged: Oral Literacy Studies at Harvard since 1856, Publications of the
Milman Parry Collection (Cambridge, Mass.” Center for the Study of Oral Literature). Reprintod from
the types of Harvard Library Bulletin, XXII (3) (July 1974).

—(1978) The Daemon in the Wood: A Study of Oral Narrative Patterus (Cambridge, Mass.: Centre for
the Study of Oral Literature). Distributed by Harvard University Press.

Carothers, J. C. (1959) ‘Culture, psychiatry, and the written word’, Psychiatry, 22, 307-20.
Carrington, John F. (1974) La voix des tambours: comment comprendre le langage tambouré d’ Afrique
(Kinshasa:centre Protestant d’Editions et de Diffusion).

Carter, Thomas Francis (1955) The Invention of Printing in China and Its Sprend Westwurd, rev. byL.
Carrington Goodrich, 2nd edn (New York: Ronald Press).

Chadwick, H[ector] Munro and Chadwick, N[ora] Kershaw (193240) The Growth of Literature, 3 vols
(Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press).

Chafe, Wallace L. (1982) ‘Integration and involvement in speaking, writing, and oral literature’, to
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appear in Deborah Tannen (ed.), Spoken and Written Language: Exploring Orality and Literacy
(Norwood, NJ: Ablex).

Champagne, Roland A, (1977-8) ‘A grammar of the languages of culture: literary theory and Yury M.
Lotman’s semiotics’, New Literary History, IX, 205-10.

Chaytor, H[enry] J[ohn] (1945) From Script to Print: An Introduction to Medieval Literature (Cambridge,
England: Cambridge University Press).

Clanchy, M. T. (1979) From Memory to Written Record: England, 1066-1307 (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press).

Cohen, Murray (1977) Sensible Words: Linguistic Practice in England 1640-1785 (Baltimore and
London: Johns Hopkins University Press).

Cole, Michacl and Scribner, Sylvia (1973) Culture and Thought (new York: John Wiley).
Cook-Gumprez, Jenny and Gumprez, John (1978) ‘From oral to written culture: the transition to literacy’,
in Marcia Farr Whitehead (ed.), Variation in Writing (Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates).
Cormier, Raymond J. (1974) ‘The problem of anachronism: recent scholarship on the French medieval
romances of antiquity” Philological Quarterly, LIII, (2) (Spring 1974), 145-57. Only in part do the
widely accepted features of preliterate society fit the new, precocious, emerging audience of romance.
It would be most tempting to posit illiteracy as a cause for the anachronisms in the romances of antiquity
and elsewhere. Only in part, I would submit, do the widely recognized features of non-literate society,
orality, dynamism, polemicism, and externalized schizoid behavior, characterize that of the mid-twelfth
century.

Crosby, Ruth (1936) ‘Oral delivery in the Middle Ages’, Speculum, 11, 88-110.

Culler, Jonathan (1975) Structuralist Poetics: Structuralism, Linguistics, and the Study of Literature
(Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press).

Culley, Robert C. (1967)0ral-Formulaic Language in the Biblical Psalms (Toronto: University of Toronto
Press).

Cummings, E. E. (Edward Estlin) (1968) Complete Poems, 2 vols (London: MacGibbon and Kee).
Curschmann, Michael (1967) ‘Oral poetry in medieval English, French, and German literature: some
notes on recent research’, Speculum, 42, 36-53.

Daly, Lloyd S. (1967) Contributions to a History of Alphabetization in Antiquity and the Middle Ages,
Collection Latomus, vol. xc (Bruxelles: Latumus, Revue d’études latines).

Derrida, Jacques (1976) Of Grammatology, trans. by Gayatri Chakravortry Spivak (Baltimore and
London: Johns Hopkins University Press).

—(1978) Writing and Difference, trans., with an introduction and additional notes, by Alan Bass
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press).

Diringer, David (1953) The Alphabet: A Key to the History of Mankind, 2nd edn, rev. (New York:
Philosophical Library).
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—(1960) The Story of Aleph Beth (New York and London: Yoseloff).
—(1962) Writing, Ancient Peoples and Places, 25 (London: Thames & Hudson).
Durand, Gilbert (1960) Les Structures anthropologiques de I’imaginaire (Paris: Presses Universitaires
de France).
Dykema, Karl (1963) ‘Cultural lag and reviewers of Webster 111;, AA UP Bulletin 49, 364-69.
Edmonson, Munro E. ( 1971) Lore: An Introduction to the Science of Folklore and Literature (New
York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston).
Eisenstein, Elizabeth (1979) The Printing Press as an Agent of Change: Communications and Cultural
Transformation in EarlyModern Europe, 2 vols (New York: Cambridge University Press.
Eliade, Mircea (1958) Patterns in Comparative Religion, trans. by Willard R. Trask (New York: Sheed
& Ward).
Elyot, Sir Thomas (1534) The Boke Named the Gooernour (London: Thomas Berthelet).
Eoyang, Eugene (1977). A taste for apricots: approaches to Chinese fiction’, in Andrew H. Plaks (ed.),
Chinese Narrative: Critical and Theoretical Essays, with a foreward by Cyril Birch (Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press), 53-69.
Essien, Patrick (1978) ‘The use of Annang proverbs as tools of education in Nigeria’, dissertation, St
Louis University.
Faik-Nzuji, Clémentine (1970) Enigmes Lubas-Nshinga: Etude structurale (Kinshasa: Editions de
I’Université Lovanium).
Farrell, Thomas J. (1978a) ‘Developing literacy: Walter J. Ong, and basic writing’, Journal of Basic
Writing, 2, (1) (FalVWinter 1978), 30-5 1.
—(1978b) ‘Differentiating writing from talking’, College Composition and Communication 29, 346-
50.
Febvre, Lucien and Martin, Henri-Jean (1958) L’ Appartition du livre (Paris: Editions Albin-Michel).
Fernandez, James (1980) in Ivan Karp and Charles S. Bird (eds), Explorations in African Systems of
Thought (Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana University Press), 44-59.
Finnegan, Ruth (1970) Oral Literature in Africa (Oxford: Clarendon Press).
—(1977) Oral Poetry: Its Nature, Significance, and Social Context (Cambridge, England: Cambridge
University Press).

(1978) A World Treasury of Oral Poetry, ed. with an introduction by Ruth Finnegan
(Bloomington and London: Indiana University Press).
Fish, Stanley (1972) Self-Consuming Artifacts: The Experience of Seventeenth-Century Poetry
(Berkeley, Calif. and London: University of California Press).
Foley, John Miles (1977) ‘The traditional oral audience’, BalLan Studies, 18, 145-53. Describes the
social, ritual, kinship and other structures in oral perfomance at a Serbian festival in 1973.
—(1979) Review of Oral Poetry: Its Nature, Significance, and Social Context (1977) by Ruth Finnegan,
BalLan Studies, 20, 470-5.
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—(1980a) ‘Beowulf and traditional narrative song: the potential andlimits of comparison’, in John D.
Niles (Ed.), Old English Literature in Context: Ten Essays (London, England, and Totowa, NJ: Boydell,
Rowman & Littlefield), 117-36, 173-8. Suggests that exactly what an oral formal is and how it works
depends on the tradition in which it is used. There are, however, ample resemblances to warrant the
continued use of the term oral formula.

—(1980b) ‘Oral literature: premises and problems’, Choice, 18, 487-96. Expertly focused article, with
invaluable bibliography, including a list of sound recordings.

—(ed.) 1981) Oral Traditional Literature: A Festschrift for Albert Bates Lord (Columbus, Ohio: Slavica
Press).

Forster, E[dward] M[organ] (1974) Aspects of the Norel and Related Writings (London: Edward Arnold).
Fritschi, Gerhard (1981) ‘Oral experience in some modern African novels’, typscript, 282 pp. received
from the author.

Frye, Northrop (1957) Anatomy of Criticism (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press).

Gelb, I[gnace] J. (1963). A study of Writing, rev. edn. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press). Originally
published as A Study of Writing: The Foundations of Grammatology (1952).

Givén, Talmy (1979) ‘From discourse to syntax: grammar as a processing strategy7, Syntax and
Semantics, 12, 81-112.

Gladwin, Thomas (1970) East Is a Big Bird: Navigation and Logic on PuluwatAtoll (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Prss).

Goldin Frederick (ed.) (1973) Lyrics of the Troubadours and Trouvéres: An Anthology and a History,
trans and introduction by Frederick Goldin (Garden City, NY: Anchor Books).

Goody, Jack [John Rankin] (ed.) (1968a) Literacy in Traditional Societies, introduction by Jack Goody
(Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press).

—(1968b) ‘Restricted Literacy in Northern Ghana’, in Jack Goody (ed.), Literacy in Traditional Societies
(Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press), 198-264.

—(1977) The Domestication of the Savage Mind (Cambridge, England; Cambridge University Press).
Goody, Jack [John Rankine } and Watt, Ian (1968) “The consequences of literacy,” in Jack Goody
(ed.), Literacy in Traditional Societies (Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press), 2784.
Grimble, A. F. (1957) Return to the Islands (London: Murray).

Gulik, Robert Hans van (trans. and ed.) (1949) Three Murder Cass

Solved by Judge Dee: An Old Chinese Detective Norel (Tokyo: Toppan Printing co.). The original is
an anonymous eighteenthcentury Chinese work. The historical Dee Goong an, or ‘Judge Dee’ (A.D.
630-700), figures in earlier Chinese stories.

Gumperz, John J., Kaltmann, Hannah and O’Connor, Catherine (1982 or 1983) “The transition to literacy’
to appear in Deborak Tannen (ed.), Coherence in Spoken and Written Discourse, in preparation for
1982 or 1983 publication (Norwood, NJ: Ablex). This paper was presentod at a pre-conference session

of the thirtysecond annual Georgetown University Round Table on Languages and Linguistics, March
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19-21, 1981. Manuscript received from authors.

Guxman, M. M. (1970) ‘Some general regularities in the formation and development of national
languages’, in Joshua A. Fishman (ed.), Readings in the Sociology of Language (The Hague: Mouton),
773-6.

Hadas, Moses (1954) Ancilla to Classical Reuding (New York: Columbia University Press).

Hajnal, Istvan (1954) L’Enseignement de I’écriture aux universités médiévales (Budapest: Academia
Scientiarum Hungarica Budapestini).

Harms, Robert W. (1980) ‘Bobangi oral traditions: indicators of changing perceptions’, in Joseph C.
Miller (ed.), The African Past Speaks (London: Dawson; Hamden, Conn.: Archon), 178200. These
approaches are predicated on the assumption that oral traditions are retained and passed down, not out
of an idle curiosity about the past, but because they make significant statements about the present.
Hartman, Geoffrey (1981) Saving the Text: Literature/Derrida/ Philosophy (Baltimore, Md: John Hopkins
University Press).

Haugen, Einar (1966) ‘Linguistics and language planning’, in William Bright (ed.), Sociolinguistics:
Proceedings of the UCLA Sociolinguistics Conference 1964 (The Hague: Mouton), 50-71.
Havelock, Eric A. (1963) Preface to Plato (Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard University
Press).

—(1973) ‘Prologue to Greek literacy’, in Lectures in Memory of Louise Tait Sample, University of
Cincinnati Classical Studies, vol. 2 (Norman, Okla.: University of Oklahoma Press), 229-91.
—(1976) Origins of Western Literacy (Toronto: Ontario Institute for Studies in Education).

— (1978a) The Greek Concept of Justice: From Its Shadow in Homer to Its Substance in Plato
(Cambridge, Mass., and London, England: Harvard University Press).

—(1978b) ‘The alphabetization of Homer’, in Eric A. Havelock and Jackson F. Herschell (ed),
Communication Arts in the Ancient World (New York: Hastings House), 3-21.

—(1979) ‘The ancient art of oral poetry’, Philosophy and Rhetoric, 19, 187, 202.

Havelock, Eric A. and Herschell, Jackson P. (eds) (1978) CoCommunication Arts in the Ancient World,
Humanistic Studies in the Communication Arts (New York: Hastings House).

Hawkes, Terence (1977) Structuralism and Semiotics (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of
California Press: London: Methuen).

Haymes, Edward R. (1973) A Bibliography of Studies Relating to Parry’s and Lord’s Oral Theory,
Publications of Milman Parry Collection: Documentation and Planning Series 1 (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press). Invaluable. Over 500 items. See also Holoka 1973,

Henige, David (1980) “The disease of writing”: Ganda and Nyoro kinglists in a newly literate world’,
in Joseph C. Miller (ed.), The African Past Speaks (London: Dawson: Hamden, Conn.: Archon), 240-
61.

Hirsch, E. D., Jr (1977) The Philosophy of Composition (Chicago and London: University of Chicago

Press).
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Holoka, James P. (1973) ‘Homeric originality: a survey’, Classical World, 66, 257-93. Invaluable
bibliography, annotated; 214 entries. See also Haymes 1973.
Hopkins, Gerard Manley (1937) Note-Books and Papers of Gerard Manley Hopkins, ed. Humphrey
House (London: Oxford University Press).
Horner, Winifred Bryan (1979) ‘Speech-act and text-act theory: “theme-ing” in freshman composition’,
College Composition and Communication, 30, 166-9.

(1980) Historical Rhetoric: An Annotated Bibliography of Selected Sources in English
(Boston, Mass.: G. K. Hall).
Howell, Wilbur Samuel (1956) Logic and Rhetoric in England, 1500-1700 (Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press).
—(1971) Eighteenth-Century British Logic and Rhetoric (Princeton, Nj: Princeton University Press).
Iser, Wolfgang (1978) The Act of Rending: A Theory of Aesthetic Response (Baltimore and London:
Johns Hopkis University Press). Originally published as Der Akt des Lesens: Theorie u’sthetischer
WirFung (Munich: Wilhelm, Fink, 1976).
Ivins, William M., Jr (1953) Prints and Visual Communication (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Press).
Jaynes, Julian (1977) The Origins of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the Bicameral mind (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin).
Johuson, John William (1979a) ‘Somali prosodic systems’, Horn of Africa, 2 (3) (July-September), 46-
54.
—(1979b) ‘Recent contributions by Somalis and Somalists to the study of oral literature’, in Hussein
M. Adam (Ed.), Somalia and the World: Proceedings of the International Symposium ... Oct. 15-21,
1979, vol. 1 (Mogadishu: Halgan), 117-31.
Jousse, Marcel (1925) Le Style oral rhythmique et mnémotechnique chez les Verbo-moteurs (Paris: G.
Beauschesne).
—(1978) Le Parlant, la parole, et le souffle, préface by Maurice Houis, Ecole Pratique des Hautes

Etudes, L;Anthropologie du geste (Paris: Gallimard).

Kabhler, Eric (1973) The Inward Turn of Narrative, trans. by Richard and Clara Winston (Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press).

Kelber, Werner (1980) ‘Mark and oral tradition’, Semeia, 16, 755.

—(1983) The Oral and the Written Gospel: The Hermeneutics of Speaking and Writing in the Synoptic
Tradition, Mark Paul and Q. (Philadelphia: Fortress Press (in press).

Kennedy, George a. (1980) Classical Rhetoric and Its Christian and Secular Tradition from Ancient to
Modern Times (Chapel Hill, NC, University of North Carolina Press).

Kerckhove, Derrick de (1981) ‘A theory of Greek tragedy’, SubStance, pub. by Sub-Stance, Inc.,

University of Wisconsin, Madison (Summer 1981).
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Kiparsky, Paul (1976) ‘Oral poetry: some linguistic and typological considerations’, in Benjamin A.

Stolz and Richard S. Shannon (eds), Oral Literature and the Formula (Ann Arbor, Mich.: Center for the

Coordination of Ancient and Modern Studies), 73-106.

Kroeber, A. L. (1972) ‘Sign language inquiry’, in Garrick Mallery (ed.), Sign Language among North

American Indians (The Hague: Mouton). Reprinted Washington, DC, 1981.

Lanham, Richard A. (1968) A Handlist of Rhetorical Terms (Berkeley: University of California Press).

Leakey, Richard e. and Lewin, Roger (1979) People of the Lake: Mankind and its Beginnings (Garden

City, NY: Anchor Press/ doubleday).

Lévi-Strauss, Claude (1963) Totemism, trans. by Rodney Needham(Boston: Beaon Press).

—(1966) The Savage Mind, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press). Originally published as La Penseé

sauvage (1962).

—(1970) The Raw and the Cooked, trans. by John and Doreen Weightman (New York: Harper &

Row). Originally published as Le Cru et le cuit (1964).

—(1979) Myth and Meaning, the 1977 Massey Lectures, CBS Radio Series, ‘Ideas’ (New York:

Schocken Books).

Lévy-Bruhl, Lucien (1910) Les Fonctions mentales dans les sociétés inférieures (Paris: F. Alcan).
(1923) Primitive Mentality, authorized trans. by Lilian A. Clare (New York: Macmillan).

French original, La Mentalité primitive.

Lewis, C[live] S[taples] (1954) English Literature in the Sixteenth Century (excluding Drama), vol. 3

of Oxford History of English Literature (Oxford: Clarendon Press).

Lloyd, Gleoffrey] E[dward] R[ichard] (1966) Polarity and Analogy: Two Types of Argumentation in

Early Greek Thought (Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press).

Lord, Albert B. (1960) The Singer of Tales, Harvard Studies in Comparative Literature, 24 (Cambridge,

Mass.: Harvard University Press).

—(1975) ‘Perspectives on recent work in oral literature’, in Joseph J. Duggan (ed.), Oral Literature

(New York: Barnes and Noble), 1 -24.

Lotman, Jurij (1977) The Structure of the Artistic Text, trans. by Ronald Vroon, Michigan Slavic

Contributions, 7 (Ann Arbor, Mich.: University of Michigan).

Lowry, Martin (1979) The World of Aldus Manutias: Business and Scholarship in Renaissance Venice

(Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press).

Luria [also Lurriia], Aleksandr Romanovich (1976) Cognitive Development: Its Cultural and Social

Foundations, ed. Michael Cole, trans. by Martin Lopez-Morillas and Lynn Solataroff (Cambridge,

Mass., and London: Harvard University Press).
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Mallery, Garrick (1972) Sign Language among North American Indians compared with That among
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